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The Popularization of Legal Language from the Perspective

of Legitimation Code Theory

LIU Chengyu, TANG Hongbo

Abstract: In terms of legal system, legal language embodies a nations power will
and is characteristic of professionalism. As a typical elite code, legal language consists of
both knowledge code and knower code and is thus a typical professional language
characterized with strong semantic density and weak semantic gravity. In terms of rule of
law, however, legal language does not belong to legal workers exclusively. Therefore, it
should be publicized and popularized because it is intrinsically oriented for the general

public. In this sense, it should be a “popularized” language characteristic of relativist
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code. By employing the Legitimation Code Theory, this paper first expounds the
professional features of legal language, and then focuses on exploring the necessity of and
effective measures for the popularization of legal language from the perspective of users.

Keywords: legal language; professionalism; popularity; elite code; relativist code
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